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Column of the editor-in-chief

Editorial board of the magazine "AgroEcoInfo" addresses to one of the major problems of modern Russia – problem of foodstuff production, agricultural raw materials and protection of food safety. A question at the end of the title stands not idly. For a number of scientists, politicians, representatives of business and state bodies the question is solved univocally positively. At the same time it is necessary to notice increase of disturbing tendencies, and also sharpening of old unsolved before problems in sphere of production, transportation, processing, storage, accumulation and circulation of grain and its derivatives in the market.

The All-Russia agronomical meeting «Results of an agricultural year in the field of plant growing and government program performance in 2010, problems of plant growing branch for 2011, and also about measures of preparation and organized carrying out of  seasonal field work  in 2011», spent by the Ministry of Agriculture of Russia in Moscow 27.01.2011,  was particularly devoted to these questions. Then the First International conference «Modernization of granaries’ system in Russia. New aspects of development» took place (7-9.02.2011, Moscow, International industrial academy). 

Area under grain crops in Russia amounts now on the average about 45,0 million in hectare with insignificant fluctuations at different years, and yields, considering gross yields of grain and area of crops, on the average over the last 10 years – 18,3 centre/hectares of grain. It is 4,4 centner/hectares above than in previous 30 and 10 years. 

The strongest drought of 2010 has led to fall of gross yields of grain to 60,9 million tons (weight after improvement), 41,5 million tons (68 %) of them – wheat. 

Autumn sowing of winter-crops has been made on the area of 15,5 million in hectare. With the beginning of spring vegetation it is necessary to carry out attentively and in proper  time a complex of measures for optimization of conditions of growth and mineral nutrition of the remained crops seriously weakened after hard rewinter. At least about 700 thousand tons fertilizers (in reactant) are needed for that. Domestic commodity producers simply have no such volumes at present time. It is planned to sow summer grain crops on the area about 30 million hectares. 

The question of possibility of harvest about 85-87 million tons of grain in the current year remains opened. There is an opinion on presence of export potential of Russia in volume to 15 million tons and necessity of imposition of export quotas for 2011.

At the same time President of Russia D.A. Medvedev 09.02.2011 was concerned in the processes occurring at current distribution of grain from state fund and realization of grain interventions. Order of storage, account of condition and quality assurance of the grain stored in state fund demand separate serious discussion. 

Weather-environmental anomalies in the world have caused general and fast growth of cost of foodstuffs. Experts of Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations Organization (FAO UNO) prognosticate deterioration of situation and predict hunger spread to the majority of areas of the Earth. Whether there are real possibilities for increase in production of grain, creation of necessary reserves (passing stocks) and maintenance of world sufficient grain balance and what role of Russia can be thus?

In connection with extreme importance of all above-listed problems, editorial board of the magazine "AgroEcoInfo" is ready to give its tribune to scientists and experts, and also to everybody wishing to express their opinion, and to begin an extensive discussion of the declared theme. 

We open discussion by the publication of series of messages written by head of agroinformatics department of pedology (soil science) faculty of M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State University, professor D.M. Khomjakov.
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